
 

Space Scientists 

Vocabulary Dozen 

1. Artificial Satellite- An object sent 

into space to collect information 

or to communicate by TV and 

radio. 

2. Asteroid- A chunk of rock or metal 

in space.  

3. Big Bang- A theory that describes 

the birth of the universe. 

4. Black Hole- A place in space that 

has a gravity so great that nothing 

can escape from it.  

5. Comet- A mixture of water and 

frozen gas. When it gets too close 

to the Sun, it evaporates and a 

long ‘tail’ can be seen. 

6. Meteorite- When an asteroid breaks 

out of orbit and lands on another 

planet or moon we give it this 

name.  

7. Milky Way- The galaxy that 

contains our solar system. 

8. Moon- A satellite that contains 

our solar system. 

9. Orbit- The pathway of a celestial 

object around a star, planet or 

moon. 

10. Planet- A celestial body that 

orbits in a cleared pathway 

around a star.  

11. Solar System- The Sun and all 

planets and moons and lumps of 

rock moving around it.  

12. Solar Eclipse- When the 

Science 

 

Technology 

A total of 13 Saturn V rockets were 

launched from 1967 until 1973. 

 

Knowledge and Understanding 

1. Earth is tiny compared to our nearest star, the 

Sun, which is one million times bigger.  

2. Scientists believe that the universe began with the 

Big Bang 13. Billion years ago.  

3. How the planets formed: 

Around 4.6 billion years ago, the planets in our 

solar system started as small, swirling disks of 

gas and dust orbiting a new star, our Sun. As the 

disks collected more dust and gas, they formed 

large clumps. They collided with other large 

clumps, getting even bigger as gravity pulled them 

together. Over time, gravity has smoothed the rough 

edges of the rocky planets into spheres. 

International 

Space tourism is human space travel 

for recreational purposes. 

 

Home Learning 

Learn the following mnemonic to help 

remember the planets.  

 

 

Science  

 

Proving the Earth is round: 

Why do ships out at sea disappear off the 

horizon? 

Why can’t we see Mount Everest from our 

classroom window? 

What is a lunar eclipse, and what does it 

show us? 

 

Earth’s tilted axis causes the seasons. 

Throughout the year, different parts of Earth 

receive the Sun’s most direct ways.  


