
Dinosaur Detectives! 

 
 
All about dinosaurs  

 
Dinosaurs are reptiles that lived on the Earth for around 160 million years. In 
Greek, the word Dinosaur means ‘terrible lizard’. Everything we have learned 
about dinosaurs comes from their bones and fossils. 
 
Dinosaurs varied in size and shape. The largest dinosaurs were over 30 metres 
long and 15 metres tall. The smallest dinosaur would have been the size of a 
chicken!  
 
Meat eating dinosaurs are called carnivores. They were built for speed, walking 
and running on two legs, in order to hunt down prey. Meat-eating dinosaurs 
had long, sharp teeth and sharp claws on their feet. Plant eating dinosaurs are 
called herbivores. Many plant-eaters walked on four legs and would have 
generally been slow. Many plant-eaters had natural weapons and defences, 
such as thick armour, horns, and spiked or clubbed tails.  
 
Dinosaurs became extinct about 65 million years ago. Scientists believe that an 
asteroid, meteorite or comet collided with the Earth.  
 
Key vocabulary  

 Dinosaur 

 Fossil 

 Herbivore 

 Carnivore  

 Scales  

 Bones  
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.google.com/url?sa=i&url=http://clipart-library.com/dinosaur-cliparts.html&psig=AOvVaw32MoOieWvUKtP882s13nU_&ust=1586972046636000&source=images&cd=vfe&ved=0CAIQjRxqFwoTCLjmo-G56OgCFQAAAAAdAAAAABAE


Activities and games  

 Junk model dinosaurs using junk materials, such as boxes, egg cartons, 
paper plates, cardboard rolls, plastic cups, glue, sticky tape and any art 
materials. Talk about the different features of your dinosaur: long neck 
for reaching up high, plates or spikes to protect themselves, long legs for 
running fast, big teeth for eating meat, etc.  

 Make paper mâché Dinosaur Eggs  
           https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dL9LJtTQTZA 

 Make and decorate Dinosaur puppets  
           https://www.thecrafttrain.com/sparkly-paper-plate-dinosaurs/  
 

                     
 Make salt dough (2 cups of flour, 1 cup of salt, ½ a cup of water) dinosaur 

bones. Discuss different shapes and size of dinosaur bones.  

 Make salt dough fossils. Provide child with a ball of salt dough and use 
natural materials such as leaves, twigs and stones to create your own 
fossil or you could use objects in the house such as pasta or even your 
own finger tips and hand prints.  

 Act out and role play a museum including a shop, café, information kiosk 
and office.  

 Create a lost poster for a dinosaur toy. This could include: a name, picture, 
description, reward, a contact number or name.  

 Draw a maze through a thick and tangled Jurassic forest. Ask children to 
use directional language to say how to get through them maze. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vgyer0IauyQ is a good song for 
directional language.  

 Create a fact file with facts about different dinosaurs and sketch pictures 
of them.  

 Use scrunched up paper and a tea bag to create an island map. Once the 
paper is dry add features like palm trees, a pond or a volcano. 
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Stories about Dinosaurs  
Harry and the Bucketful of Dinosaurs by Ian Whybrow 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uWoopkMgLqM 
 
Dinosaur Roar by Paul and Henrietta Stickland 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5MMiiXlFNZA 
 
Trouble at the Dinosaur Café by Brian Moses  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W5wag--kIvM 
 
Dinosaurumpus! by Tony Mitten 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Unr95jezKJc 
 
The Dinosaur Who Lost his Roar by Russel Punter 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ppyiuCyNGqY 
 
Dinosaurs in my School by Timothy Knapman 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=x6LxWFxLVK8 
 
Websites 
Andy’s prehistoric adventures on cbeebies provides lots of information, videos, 
games and songs all about dinosaurs: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/cbeebies/shows/andys-prehistoric-adventures 
 
Dinosaur train has interesting video clips, songs, games and activities: 
https://pbskids.org/dinosaurtrain/ 
 
Animated video: What are fossils and how are they made? 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TVwPLWOo9TE 
 
Take a virtual tour of the Natural History Museum London: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tdQDm4gdSOc 
 
Virtual tour of Boston Children’s Museum: 
https://www.bostonchildrensmuseum.org/museum-virtual-tour 
 

A fun dinosaur song to sing and think of some actions for: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5SmeQwkjTLY 
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