
Year 3 & 4 : Footprints From the Past  
 The Big Idea 

Dinosaurs lived millions of years ago – long before people lived on Earth. No one has ever seen a dinosaur so how do we know anything about them? Fossil 

evidence and dinosaur bones provide our only clues. 
 

Vocabulary Overview 
Fossil The remains or impression of a prehistoric plant or animal embedded and preserved in a 

rock. 

Palaeontologist A scientist who studies fossils. 

Extinct When a species of animals or plants die out or disappear completely. 

Herbivore An animal that feeds on plants. 

Carnivore An animal that feeds on other animals. 

Omnivore An animal that eats a variety of food of both plant and animal origins. 

Pangea Supercontinent during the early Mesozoic era, primarily located in the southern 

hemisphere.  

Reptile A (normally) cold-blooded animal with dry scaly skin, which normally gives birth to 

young by laying soft shelled eggs on land. 

Mammal A warm-blooded animal, normally with hair or fur, which typically birth live young and 

feed them through milk.  

Igneous rock A rock formed from molten magma.  

Sedimentary 

rock 

A rock formed when mud, sand and pebbles get laid down into layers. 

Metamorphic 

rock 

A rock formed when other rocks are affected by great temperatures and pressures. 

 

 

In History, we’ll be finding out: 

 About the different time periods when dinosaurs lived 

 How to make a time line 

 About fossil hunters from around the world 

 About different ideas to explain why the dinosaurs 

died out 

 

In Geography, we’ll be finding out: 

 What the Earth looked like millions of years ago 

 Where to look for dinosaur bones 

 

In Science, we’ll be finding out: 

 What a fossil is and how a fossil is formed 

 About different types of rock 

 How to make a dinosaur fossil 

 How to find out what dinosaurs looked like 

 What dinosaurs ate 

 How to sort and classify dinosaurs 

 About the other animals and plants that lived at the 

same time as dinosaurs. 

 

In Art, we’ll be finding out: 

 About how artists draw dinosaurs 

 How to make a sculpture of a dinosaur 

 How to make reptile skin patterns 

 

In International, we’ll be finding out: 

 Where dinosaurs have been found 

 About the rules of exploration 
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When did dinosaurs live? 

Dates Information 

150-200 million years ago Hot dry climate, mostly covered with large deserts. Pangea starts to 

break up towards the end. 

200-145 million years ago Many other animals extinct – dinosaurs survive. Fall in temperature, 

raise in rainfall – good conditions for plants to grow. 

145- 65 million years ago  Land continued to separate toward current continents. Wider variety of 

plants and animals develop (particularly more mammals). 

250 – 65 million years ago ‘Age of the Reptiles’. Warmer climate, no polar ice caps, high sea 

level. 

65 million years ago – present ‘Age of the Mammals’. Broad diversity of life. Current era of history. 

 

 

Home learning 

 Create a comic strip to explain the process of 

fossilisation. 

 When outdoors, collect a range of rocks. Can you 

sort them into Igneous, Metamorphic and 

Sedimentary rocks? 

 Research Mary Anning. Create a poster about her 

life. 
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