
Once Upon a Time 
Knowledge Organiser - Reception

Once Upon 
a Time

At some time in 
the past.  Usually 

to open a 
traditional/fairy

story.

Recipe

Instructions telling 
you how to

prepare and cook 
food.

Narrative
A story that you 
tell or write, with 

lots of detail.

Plot
A series of events 
that make up a 

story.

Greedy

Wanting or 
having more than 
what is needed.

Persistence

Keeping going 
with something 

longer than usual 
to get a result.

Vocabulary The Enormous Turnip
The story teaches that we 

can achieve anything 
through teamwork and 

dedication.
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=mGw5yTOPTSQ

The Three Billy Goats Gruff
The story teaches ‘do not 
be greedy’, as the troll 

decides to wait for a bigger 
meal each time. There is 
also a theme of problem 
solving and cleverness. 

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=3QzT1sq6kCY

The Hare and the Tortoise 
The story teaches that 
with persistence and 

dedication it is possible to 
achieve any goal.

https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SUngzUtFr7Q

The Gingerbread Man
The story explores the 

themes of trust, possession 
and over confidence. 

https://www.youtube.com/w
atch?v=YoQyyB5xvLk

Key Knowledge and 
Understanding

By exploring these traditional tales, and 
helping children to understand the role of 
authors (and illustrators) in shaping and 
changing stories for different audiences, 
children are provided with the tools and 
confidence to make up their own stories 
and develop an appreciation of written 

and spoken narrative, further supporting 
their reading and writing development.

Home Learning
Here are some activities you could try 

at home:
- Have a go at writing your own 

traditional tale or retell a story using 
soft toys.

- Make your own Gingerbread man and 
write some instructions.

- Create a fact file about Tortoises 
and/or Hares.

- Build your own ‘Troll’ bridge using 
junk materials.

- Make your own soup using vegetables 
from the ‘Enormous Turnip’.

Stories
Please click the link to listen to the story.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mGw5yTOPTSQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3QzT1sq6kCY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SUngzUtFr7Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YoQyyB5xvLk

