
Year 4 : Land, Sea and Sky  
 The Big Idea 

Plants and animals can adapt to living almost anywhere on our Earth. Wherever we look on land, in the sea and in the sky, we find living things that have evolved in unique ways. 

Vocabulary  Diagrams 
Photosynthesis The process by which green plants and some 

other organisms use sunlight to synthesize 

nutrients from carbon dioxide and water. 

Photosynthesis in plants generally involves the 

green pigment chlorophyll and generates 

oxygen as a by-product. 

Endangered Seriously at risk of extinction. 

Metamorphosis A complete transformation of an animal as it 

develops into an adult  

Vertebrate An animal with a spinal column  

Habitat The natural home or environment of an animal, 

plant, or other organism. 

Amphibian A cold-blooded vertebrate that spends time 

both in the water and on land  

Arthropod An invertebrate that has an exoskeleton, jointed 

limbs and a segmented body, e.g. insect or 

spider 

Biome A large area with a specific type of flora and 

fauna, e.g. a rainforest or desert 

Predators An animal that naturally preys on others. 

Invertebrate An animal with an exoskeleton, jointed limbs 

and a segmented body. 

Micro- habitat A small specific location, e.g. under a leaf or 

stone 

Ecosystem An interaction of plants and animals within an 

environment  
 

 
In science, we’ll be finding out: 

 How water plants are different from other plants  

 How fish have adapted to living in water 

 How birds are adapted to flying 

 How to create a classification key to group 

animals 

 About different kinds of rocks and soils 

 How fossils are formed 

 About food chains in different world habitats 

 About the life cycles of plants and animals 

 

 

In technology, we’ll be finding out: 

 How to set up an aquarium 

 

 

In international, we’ll be finding out: 

 How environmental changes are a threat to the 

world’s coral reefs 

 About Earth Day and how we can help our planet 

 

 



 

 


